
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Project Context  

Transport plays a vital role in driving economic growth, 

facilitating trade, and fostering community connections. 

However, it is a key contributor to raising CO2 emissions: 

29 % of total CO2 emissions from the combustion of coal, 

crude oil, and natural gas are attributable to the transport 

sector, and most of that comes from road vehicles.  

Although Africa’s contribution is smaller, emission trends 

on the continent call for immediate action. Greening the 

sector will therefore play a significant role in combating 

climate change and boosting Africa’s development. 
 

African countries are currently responsible for only 3.8% of 

global CO2 emissions. However, the development of 

national economies and population growth are leading to a 

rapid increase in emissions on the continent, particularly in 

the transport sector, which is already a major source of 

emissions. Urbanisation, high levels of investment in 

infrastructure and growing demand for mobility are leading 

to an intensification and transformation of transport. Global 

trends such as electrification, renewable energies and digital 

innovation offer many opportunities to develop green 

transport on the continent. 

Rethinking Transport supports the development of 

positions and strategies for the sustainable transformation of 

the transport sector on the African continent. Through 

workshops, development labs and a fellowship programme, 

the project will bring together stakeholders from academia, 

civil society and the private sector and facilitate an exchange 

on the most pressing issues surrounding sustainable mobility 

in Africa. 

 

 

Project Summary  

Name of the project 

Rethinking Transport ─ Connecting Minds for African 

Solutions 

Implementing Agencies 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

Agora Verkehrswende 

Regional Scope 

African countries 

Duration of the project 

2023-2025 
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Project approach 

Rethinking Transport is a GIZ self-initiated project. It is 

funded by GIZ’s own resources and implemented by GIZ 
in cooperation with the German think tank Agora 

Verkehrswende. 

The activities planned under the project will support the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
as well as the Paris Agreement on climate change. 
 

The project works on two levels: 

 

1. Personal exchange & networking for professional 

development 

 
The project, which is particularly aimed at young 

professionals, will feature interactive workshops and 

seminars on sustainable mobility and will also host a multi-

week fellowship programme in Germany. It facilitates an in-

depth examination of issues related to the transformation of 

transport internationally and on the African continent and 

encourages the development of visions for change and 

associated solutions. 

 

2. Supporting existing and developing organisations 

and think tanks on sustainable mobility on the 

continent 

 

The project aims to engage with civil society organisations, 

universities and existing think tanks to support the 

development of positions and strategies for sustainable 

transport development. To this end, virtual exchange 

formats will be offered and individual professional study 

projects will be supported. The project furnishes a robust 

basis for meaningful exchange on important sustainability 

issues. 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Daniel Bongardt (Germany) 

 daniel.bongardt @giz.de   

 

 

Verena Knöll (Germany)  

 verena.knoell@giz.de 

 

Ulrich Cabrel Tokam (Kenya)  

 ulrich.tokam@giz.de 

 

@giztransport (Twitter) 
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